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short enough. In Ramadhan, but It must be Interrupted by
the drum, or tom-tom, beaten by the man who goes about, in
the small hours of the morning, chanting a summons to the
faithful to rise and pray, and take their last meal before
making the declaration of fasting for the next day, without
which their abstinence would be of no avail as a religious
rite.1 After the meal care should be taken lest any food be
left even between the teeth.

During Ramadhan after the evening, or last hour of
prayer, twenty additional prostrations, or rak'ahs, should be
offered. In Jersualem, these are performed in the Aqsa
Mosque, which is brightly illuminated. Between every pair
of rak'ahs there is chanting. After the Friday noon prayer,
there is formed in the same place a procession of sheikhs,
dervishes, and people, who then move toward the alleged
tomb of David, or Neby Daftd, chanting, as they go, "There
is no God but God, and Mohammed is the prophet of God,"
" God is great," with other sentences. At the shrine they
offer prayers, and then have a huge zikr. This function,
which in its elementary form consists in the repetition of the
divine name alone or in unison, is by ,no means confined to
the dervishes, as is sometimes supposed. Any set of Mos-
lems may come together for a zikr, which is literally "a
remembrance."3 In the Kubbet-es-Sakhra, or Dome of
the Rock, there are especial functions through the month
of Ramadhan. Under the great dome, whose elaborate
arabesques are traced in rich and sombre colors, dirnly

or farewell to Ramadhan, which is celebrated in this manner after mid-
night, on the last three days of the fast. Or it may have been a mow'-
lad, or a recital of poetry celebrating the birth and miracles of the
prophet, interpolated with singing. The recital may be arranged in
fulfilment of a vow (accompanied by a feast), or may be offered by
a bridegroom, at any time of the year, but especially in Ramadhan, in
a private house or from a minaret.

1 ]?or words of the chant used among the fellahtn of Palestine, see
the article by P. F. Baldenspcrger, entitled "Orders of Holy Men in
Palestine," in " Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Exploration Fund,"
1894, p. 38.

2 It should be noted, however, that the zikr of the uninitiated, called
the zikr of imitation, is not supposed to have the mystical efficacy in-
herent in the function when performed by the dervishes.    See p. 258.